
MINUTES  OF  A  MEETING  OF              
THE  FULL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  RHOSDDU  COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

HELD  ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  24  th  .  JANUARY  2018  at    6.30pm
AT  PRICES  LANE  COMMUNITY  CENTRE

PRESENT:-           Councillors  Mrs M Beresford,  Mrs L Lewis,  Mrs M Lynch,  
Mrs W O'Grady,  Miss B Roberts,  Mrs J A Smith,  I D Bithell MBE,  B Chowdhury,  
S Gittins,  M Jones,  and  A Williams,  together with the Clerk.

1             APOLOGIES    An apology for absence was received on behalf of Cllr S Wilson.

2             MINUTES   The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the 10th. January 2018, and 
the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on the 10th. January 2018, were confirmed by the 
Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

3             MATTERS ARISING   The following arose:-
Minute 4 – Budget for 2018/19 – Section B – Funding of Services provided by Wrexham 
Council.

(a)   The Clerk reported that following the Council's Meeting on the 10th January when the 
Council had set its Budget and Precept, he had received an email from the Wrexham Council 
stating that the cost of providing the School Crossing Patrol Service would not be the 3% to 
4% increase on the previous year, but 9.2%, thus making the total annual cost £17,548. 
However, the Council could use the Contingency Fund to finance the shortfall in the Budget.
It was RESOLVED that the Council agree to the additional cost, and meet the shortfall from 
the Contingency Fund for these Services.
 
(b)   The Wrexham Council was now enquiring if Rhosddu Community Council wished to 
enter into Service Level Agreements for the Wrexham Council to continue providing all the 
Services at Rhosddu Council's expense.

It was RESOLVED that the Council enter into Service Level Agreements, and fund the 
provision of the following Services by the Wrexham Council.

SERVICE                                                              BUDGET                       COST
School Crossing Patrols (4) £16,750 £17,548*
Play Areas (4) £7,500 £7,080 plus VAT
Rhosddu Playscheme (5 days) £5,715 £5,715
CCTV Monitoring (Rhosddu Rd.) £500 £500

* The Contingency Fund of £3,471 for these Services is to be used to cover the shortfall in the 
Budget allocation.

4             COMMUNITY POLICING    (a)   The latest data on reported crime in the Community 
was discussed:-
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GROSVENOR WARD

◦ A violent incident was domestic
◦ The business burglary occurred at the Printers on Lorne Street
◦ The reports of theft occurred in the Town Centre
◦ Criminal damage related to 4 car windows smashed in Spring Road. Nothing was taken.

It was reported that an incident of urinating off Rhosddu Road had occurred in broad daylight.

STANSTY WARD

◦ The violent incident was domestic
◦ One incident of Vehicle crime was reported.

GARDEN VILLAGE WARD

◦ Burglary in Garden Village – A person had been apprehended.

(b)   Other Police issues:-

◦ The Police warned that there had been an increase in the theft of cars in Wrexham.
◦ A possible dangerous situation was reported concerning parents turning around their 

vehicles in Chester Road and Kent Road when dropping off and picking up their children 
from the Smithy Lane bus stop.

◦ Speeding on New Road and Rhosddu Road was again raised. An accident involving a 
speeding motorist had been narrowly averted. RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Go Safe
requesting a speed check on Rhosddu Road and New Road.

It was also requested that the Police carry out more speed checks on this stretch of road. 
Sergeant Darren Jacks agreed that the Police would report back on the speeding.

5             LEASE OF COMMUNITY CENTRE
(a)      The Clerk provided Members with a detailed Report setting out in summary form the 
terms of the proposed Lease of the Community Centre. Briefly, the Lease would be for 25 
years, but with the right for Rhosddu Community Council to terminate the Lease on 6 months 
notice. The rent would be a peppercorn, but with Rhosddu paying all the charges for Rates, 
Water, Electricity, Gas etc. Use of the premises would be restricted to Community Benefit, as 
set out in the Lease.

Responsibility for maintenance would rest with Rhosddu Council, with an obligation to hand 
the premises back at the end of the lease in no worse condition than at the commencement. A 
condition survey had been undertaken to record the current condition. Additionally, Rhosddu 
would have to decorate the exterior every three years, and the interior every 5 years.

Rhosddu Council would be responsible for insuring the Building. The rebuild cost was awaited
so as to obtain quotes for the insurance.

Rhosddu Council would be able to transfer the Lease to the Charity that it was establishing.

The Community Centre Committee had met and scrutinised the terms of the Lease and 
correspondence, and had recommended acceptance of the Terms of the Lease. The Clerk 
similarly recommended that the terms of the Lease be accepted as being a fair arrangement 
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Members considered the Clerk's Report, and the Recommendations and it was  RESOLVED 
unanimously that the Council accept the terms of the Lease with the Wrexham Council, as 
negotiated and amended, and that accordingly, the Council enter into the Lease of Prices Lane 
Community Centre.

(b)   The Clerk reported that the Wrexham Council had previously requested Rhosddu to 
contribute to its Surveyors and Legal Fees. However, Wrexham had agreed to waive its 
Surveyors Fees, and was considering the contribution to its Legal Fees, which had previously 
been set at £375 plus VAT (total £450).

There would also be fees for registering the Lease at the Land Registry, of about £40.

The Wrexham Council required Rhosddu to insure the building. A quotation of £837.20 had 
been received from Zurich Insurance based on a rebuild cost of £500,000. Details of the 
rebuild cost and the sum to be insured were awaited from the Wrexham Council, following 
which insurance quotes would be obtained.

It was RESOLVED that the Council pay:-
(i) a contribution to Wrexham Council's Legal Fees up to £375 plus VAT
(ii) the appropriate Land Registry Fees for registering the Lease
(iii) the insurance premium for insuring the building.

(c)   It was noted that the Wrexham Council Refuse Wagon parked on the Car Park during rest 
periods. It was RESOLVED that, to avoid damage to the tarmac for which the Council would 
be responsible, the Wrexham Council be requested to instruct the drivers to reverse into the 
Car Park to avoid scrubbing the tarmac.

(d) (NOTE  Councillor Mrs Lynch left the Meeting during the following debate, and did 
not take part in the discussion or the vote)

The Clerk reported that the Council was relying on voluntary work to carry out the caretaking 
duties at the Community Centre. Now that the Centre was up and running the Council ought to
consider making a payment to Mr Ron Lynch to acknowledge the Council's appreciation of his
work.

The Community Centre Committee had suggested that payment should be related to the 
number of bookings to reflect the amount of work involved.

It was RESOLVED that the Council pay an honorarium to Mr Ron Lynch at the rate of £10 
per booking at the Centre, from the 1st July 2017.

6             NEW DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS    The Clerk reported that new Data
Protection Regulations were due to be introduced in May which would affect the Council.  
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to attend any course he considers appropriate at 
reasonable expense to the Council.

7             GRANTS AND DONATIONS   The Clerk reported requests for financial assistance from the 
following:-

(a)   OWL (Flintshire and Wrexham) -  RESOLVED that the Council agree in principle to 
support OWL for its activities in Rhosddu, and that the Clerk enquire as to how many schemes
have been set up in Rhosddu in the previous 12 months.
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(b)   Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod - RESOLVED that an Application Form be 
forwarded.

(c)   Eisteddfod yr Urdd  -  RESOLVED that the Council would consider supporting any 
School from within Rhosddu that would be attending the National Competition in Brecknock 
and Radnor.

(d)   National Eisteddfod Cardiff  -  RESOLVED noted.

(e)   Wrexham Business Group – Town Centre Ambassadors  -  RESOLVED that a 
representative from the Group be invited to give a short presentation to the next Council 
Meeting.

(f)   St James Church Hall – Donation towards cost of new Toilets and Washbasins. 
RESOLVED that an Application Form be forwarded.

8             DATE OF MARCH COUNCIL MEETING   The Clerk reported that the proposed
date of the March Council Meeting clashed with a Wrexham Council Meeting, and School 
Holidays. It was RESOLVED that  the date of the March Meeting be brought forward a week 
to the 21st March 2018.

9             FINANCIAL MATTERS     (a)   The Clerk reported receipt of the following invoice.

Zurich Municipal  -   Insurance of Council Activities  -  £433.24

RESOLVED that the Council pay Zurich Municipal £433.24 for insurance cover for the 
Council.

(b)   The Clerk reported that expenditure had been incurred on behalf of the Council as 
follows:-

Cllr Mrs Beresford  -  Hot Water Urn for Community Centre - £64.79.
RESOLVED that Cllr Mrs Beresford be reimbursed in the sum of £64.79

(c)   The following payments were authorised at Minute 5 in connection with the Lease of the 
Community Centre.

• a contribution to Wrexham Council's Legal Fees up to £375 plus VAT
• the appropriate Land Registry Fees for registering the Lease
• the insurance premium for insuring the Community Centre building.

(d)   The following cheques issued were noted:-

CHEQUE          PAYEE                                                         PURPOSE                                               AMOUNT

1775# Rhosddu Methodist Church Community Agent Expenses £150.00

1776# Marie Curie Donation £200.00

1777# Racecourse Community Fund Donation £200.00

1778* Cllr Mrs Beresford Community Centre £64.79
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1779* Zurich Municipal Council Insurance £433.24

1780+ Wrexham C B Council Community Centre Rates (Nov) £300.00

1781+ Wrexham C B Council Community Centre Rates (Dec) £300.00

1782+ Wrexham C B Council Community Council Elections 2017 £464.06

1783+ E N Hodges Clerk's Expenses (Copying) £7.80

* =  Resolution this Meeting. # = Resolution November 2017

+ = Resolution 10 January 2018

10           TRAINING   The Clerk reported the following Training opportunities were available:-
• The Council as Employer - 1st February – Gresford
• The Council - 6th February – Coedpoeth
• Food Safety – 23 February – Wrexham
RESOLVED that any Member interested in attending should contact the Clerk

11            CORRESPONDENCE   The Clerk reported receipt of the following correspondence:-

(a)   The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from the Wrexham Council offering to extend the 
Community Agent Scheme, for which the sum of £8,869.70 would be available from the 
Wrexham Council as a Grant towards the cost of running the Scheme for 2018/19.

RESOLVED that the Council agree to extend the Community Agent Scheme for a further year
on payment of a Grant of £8,869.70 from the Wrexham Council.

(b)   The Clerk reported that there was a public survey for the Review of Community and 
Town Councils.

12           ANY OTHER BUSINESS  The following was considered:-

(a)   The Chairman read out a letter from Cllr Steve Wilson in which he tendered his 
resignation as a Councillor of Rhosddu Community Council.

It was RESOLVED that the Council thank Cllr Wilson for his help and commitment during his
time as a Councillor.

The Clerk reported that the vacancy would have to be advertised and that if an election is not 
required then the Council would have to co-opt. RESOLVED that the vacancy be advertised.

(b)   Sovereign Playgrounds – The Clerk reported that he had arranged a Meeting with a 
representative of Sovereign Playgrounds to discuss proposals for a new Playground at Prices 
Lane.

CHAIRMAN
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MINUTES  OF  A  MEETING  OF              
THE  PLANNING  COMMITTEE  OF  

THE  RHOSDDU  COMMUNITY  COUNCIL
HELD  ON  WEDNESDAY  THE 24  th  .  JANUARY  2018

AT  PRICES  LANE  COMMUNITY CENTRE

PRESENT:-           Councillors  Mrs M Beresford,  Mrs L Lewis,  Mrs M Lynch,  
Mrs W O'Grady,  Miss B Roberts,  Mrs J A Smith,  I D Bithell MBE,  B Chowdhury,  
S Gittins,  M Jones,  and  A Williams,  together with the Clerk.

NOTE:  Cllrs I D Bithell MBE, M Jones, and A Williams are Members of the Wrexham 
Council Planning Committee and, as a result, have limited opportunity to comment and vote 
upon Planning Applications in this Meeting. 

1             PLANNING MATTERS   The following Planning Application was considered:-

14 to 16, Regent Street, Wrexham – Conversion of First and Second Floors to 4 
Apartments together with Extension to Rear to provide a further 3 Apartments 
(P/2018/0013)

It was RESOLVED to object on the grounds of insufficient parking for the Scheme.

2             OTHER PLANNING ISSUES   

(a)   It was noted that the Planning Appeal Hearing regarding Land East of Tan y Bont, 
Main Road, Rhosrobin, would take place at the Guildhall on 14th February 2018 
commencing at 10.00

(b)   The Council considered Consultations on Wrexham Council Local Planning 
Guidance for Houses in Multiple Occupation and Parking.

It was RESOLVED that the Council express its concern at the number of HMO's 
within the Community, and that there was an urgency to have a robust HMO policy in 
place.

It was RESOLVED that the Council agree with the proposed amendment to the 
Parking Guidance.

CHAIRMAN
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