
MINUTES  OF  A  MEETING  OF              
THE  FULL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  

RHOSDDU  COMMUNITY  COUNCIL
HELD  ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  27  th  .  MARCH  2019  AT  6.30pm

AT  PRICES  LANE  COMMUNITY CENTRE

PRESENT:-           Councillors  Mrs M Beresford,  Mrs L Lewis, Mrs M Lynch,  
Mrs W O'Grady,  Mrs J Ryan,  Mrs J A Smith,  B Chowdhury  and  M Jones,  
together with the Clerk.

1             APOLOGIES     Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Cllrs. Miss B Roberts,
I D Bithell, MBE,  S Gittins  and  A Williams.

2             MINUTES   The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the 27th. February 2019, and 
the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on the 27th February 2019 were 
confirmed by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

3             COMMUNITY POLICING   (a)    The Police reported on the following:-

GROSVENOR WARD
◦ A number of shoplifting reports had been received,mainly in the Town Centre.
◦ A spate of criminal damage had occurred within the Town Centre. An individual had 

been arrested and dealt with.

STANSTY WARD
◦ Parking issues at the School had been reported to the Wrexham Council.
◦ There had been reports of suspicious people in the area. Residents were urged to phone 

101 or contact their local PCSO.

GARDEN VILLAGE WARD
◦ Ongoing parking issues at the School have been reported to the Wrexham Council. The 

PCSOs patrol the area when possible.

OPERATION LAGERING
An operation aimed at tackling theft from motor vehicles There seemed to be a number of 
criminals at work. Leaflets and social media are being used to raise the public's awareness of
the potential dangers.

OPERATION BAKINGS
Speed checks by PCSOs are continuing. Statistics would be provided in due course.

(b)   OTHER POLICE MATTERS
◦ A bottle had been thrown and broken by the former Cemetery wall on Rhosddu 

Road. A dog had cut its paw.
◦ The Drugs Dog had carried out an operation in Wrexham, The Railway, and The Turf

in Rhosddu had been visited.
◦ A request was made for a speed check in the 20 MPH zone on Stansty Road by 

Ysgol Plas Coch.
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4              COMMUNITY CENTRE    (a)   The Clerk had distributed a Schedule of suggested works 
of Maintenance, Repair and Improvement to the Centre, which had been previously 
discussed by the Council.

(b)   The Clerk circulated a summary of 4 quotations received for re-roofing the Main Hall, 
Stage, and Changing Rooms. Each provided for re-boarding the whole of the upper roof and 
insulating the void between ceiling and roof. Two would have a final covering of EPDM, 
and two with traditional roofing felt.

RESOLVED that the Clerk obtain the Wrexham Council's permission to carry out the 
roofing repair, and at the same time request advice as to whether EPDM or roofing felt 
would be the better option.

(c) The Clerk reported that he had been in touch with Dimplex, Heater manufacturers, 
and their representative was available to visit the Centre to discuss the Council's 
requirements.  RESOLVED that the Council agree to meet the representative at the Centre.

(d) It was reported that an application had been made to use the Centre as a Children's 
Playgroup throughout the week. However, this would preclude other members of the 
Community from hiring the Centre. RESOLVED that regretfully the request be declined as 
the Council wished to have the Centre available for use by a variety of members of the 
Community.

(e)   The Clerk reported a request from the Community Church on Prices Lane to use the 
Community Centre Car Park during the day in connection with the use of the Community 
Church for a Playgroup, Office Staff, and School mentoring team, so that they could obtain 
Planning Permission to carry out improvements to their building.
RESOLVED  that the Council might consider a 12 month trial period, but would wish to 
know how much the Community Church would be willing to pay for such use.

(f)   A Member suggested that there ought to be a sign saying “Cars parked at Owners risk”. 
RESOLVED that the Clerk purchase 2 appropriate signs and that the Council pay the cost.

(g)   It was reported that there was rubbish in the top corner of the Prices Lane Playing Field.
RESOLVED that the Clerk report the rubbish to the Wrexham Council.

(h)   The Chairman reported that she had attended a meeting held by the Coalfields 
Regeneration Trust where grants for Charities for Community Buildings were discussed.

5             ASSISTANCE FOR THE CLERK    As requested, the Clerk had supplied a copy of his
Job Description to Members, and kept a log of hours worked during the 4 week period since 
the previous Meeting. He explained that there were peaks and troughs with the work, with 
the week of a Council Meeting being busier than other weeks. However, over the 4 week 
period he had worked some 75 hours, compared to his contractual hours of 16 hours per 
week, or 64 hours over a 4 week period.

The Clerk also explained that despite working the extra 10 hours, there was still work not 
done which should be done.

It was explained that additional responsibilities and work had been created for the Clerk e.g 
additional Audit requirements, Rhosddu in Bloom, and the Community Centre.
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A Member suggested Job Share.

The Clerk was requested to suggest a suitable breakdown of work into categories.

6              CCTV CAMERA   The Clerk reported that the installation of the  CCTV Camera on the 
footpath between Gerald Street and the Railway Station had been carried out. The 
commando sockets had not been installed because of inadequate space within the lighting 
columns for them to be installed safely.

The cost for relocating the Camera was £200.00 plus VAT. RESOLVED that the Council 
pay Stewart Rawson Electrical the sum of £240.00.

7              COMMUNITY AGENT PHONE   The Clerk reported that this was still to be done.

8              INSPECTION OF PLAYGROUNDS   The Clerk reported that the Garden Village 
Members had inspected the safety surfacing at the Wats Dyke Playground and had 
Recommended that all the defective safety surfacing be repaired at the same time, to be 
funded by carrying over money from this year's Budget and utilising part of next year's 
Budget. RESOLVED that the Wrexham Council be requested to obtain fresh quotes for the 
repair of all defective safety surfacing.

9              BIRD BOXES, WILD FLOWERS, AND FREE TREES   A request was received for the 
Council to fund the purchase of Bird Boxes to encourage the increase in population of birds 
in North Wales. Cllr Marc Jones confirmed that the Wrexham Council had granted 
permission for the Bird Boxes to be placed on Wrexham Council trees.

RESOLVED that the Council fund the purchase of bird boxes to the value of £222.00 
provided the Applicant installs the boxes on trees to the Wrexham Council's requirements.

10            LITTER BINS   The Local Members requested that the Council purchase additional Litter 
Bins to be funded from Balances in the Environment Fund.

RESOLVED that the Council pay for the purchase of 2 litter bins for the Grosvenor Ward, 
and 2 litter bins for the Garden Village Ward, to be ordered via the Wrexham Council, litter 
bins for the Stansty Ward to be subject to consultation with the local Member.

11            GRANTS AND DONATIONS   The Clerk reported requests for Grants from:-

• Wrexham Allotment and Leisure Garden Association  RESOLVED that the Council 
donate the sum of £50.00 to the Allotment Association to be used for the Annual 
Prizes.

• Hope House RESOLVED that an Application Form be forwarded.
(NOTE: Cllr. Mrs Beresford declared an in interest in this Application as a Volunteer
for Hope House, and did not take part in the discussion and did not vote.)

• Andrea Christy  RESOLVED that the Council congratulate Miss Christy on her 
achievements, and that the Clerk explain the restrictions on donations to individuals.

12            RHOSDDU IN BLOOM   The Clerk enquired whether the Council wished to hold a 
Rhosddu in Bloom Competition this year and, if so, the format.
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RESOLVED that the Council hold a Rhosddu in Bloom Competition 2019, and that the 
format be the same as 2018, with the dates for receipt of applications, judging, and 
presentation, to be decided at a future Meeting.

13            BUILDING INSURANCE   The Clerk reported that the Building Insurance for the 
Community Centre was due for renewal. The premium negotiated by the Brokers with 
Zurich Insurance would be £530.61 for the year, which was cheaper than the previous year. 
RESOLVED that the Council renew the Building Insurance and pay the Premium of 
£530.61 to the Brokers, Erskine Murray.

14            COMMUNITY AGENT    The Community Agent had made several requests to assist with 
her work:-

(a)   A Summer Event to replace the Christmas Party, and the use of that funding.  
RESOLVED that the Council agree in principle, but require more details.

(b)   Community Agent leaflets (approx £41). RESOLVED that the Council approve the 
purchase and payment for the leaflets.

(c)   DBS checks for 5 volunteers (approx £50 total)  RESOLVED that the Council approve 
the use of volunteers and and agree to pay the cost of carrying out DBS checks.

(d)   Fee for a Training Course.  RESOLVED that the Council agree to pay the fee for a 
Training Course for the Community Agent.

(e)   The Community Agent had been successful in obtaining a Grant.  RESOLVED that the
Council thank the Community Agent.

(f)   Information Sessions being held by the Community Agent were noted.

15           FINANCIAL MATTERS     (a)   The Clerk reported that he had just received notification 
that payment was due to Parkers Bulbs in respect of daffodil bulbs, although the Council had
settled an invoice and earlier statement from them. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk 
investigate and pay any outstanding sums due to Parkers Bulbs.

(b)   The Clerk reported that expenditure had been incurred on behalf of the Council as 
follows:

Community Agent Travelling £22.05  Misc £18.79 £40.84
February 2019

Travelling £20.25  Misc £23.63 £43.88
January 2019 (part)

Clerk      Photocopying March £13.60

RESOLVED that the Council reimburse the Community Agent and Clerk the above sums.

(c) The following payments were noted:-
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CHEQUE          PAYEE                                          PURPOSE                                                            AMOUNT

1861# AVOW (Payroll) Caretaker's Payment and fee £1,358.00
  

1862* Debi Clare Expenses (January (part)) £43.88

1863* E N Hodges Clerk's Expenses (March) £13.60

1864 Cancelled

1865* Wrexham Allotment & Donation £50.00
Leisure Garden Association

1866* Bird Boxes £222.00

1867@ F. W. O. W. L. A. Cold Calling Notices £350.00

#  =  Resolution February Meeting @  =  Resolution December 2018
*  =  Resolution this Meeting.

16           CORRESPONDENCE   The following correspondence was noted:-
• Great British Spring Clean – 22 March to 23 April
• External Auditor – Grant Thornton will be replaced from 2020.

CHAIRMAN
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2             PLANNING MATTERS   The following Planning Applications were considered:-
 
(a)   22, Ffordd Estyn, Wrexham – Side Porch Extension (P/2019/0158)  RESOLVED no 
objection.

(b)   Homebase, Plas Coch, Wrexham – Display of New Signage (P/2019/0171)  
RESOLVED no objection.

(c)   55, Haytor Road, Wrexham – Single Storey Rear Extension. (P/2019/0209)  
RESOLVED no objection.

CHAIRMAN
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